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LETTER   LXII

Januwy 4$, 1787.

MY conference with Baron Reede is over.
It continued three hours and a-half, and I have
not the smallest remaining doubt concerning
his intentions, after the confidence with which
he spoke and the writings he showed me. He
appears to be a good citizen, a constitutionalist
by principle, a friend of liberty by instinct, loyal
and true from character and habit, and rather
the servant of the Princess of Orange from per-
sonal affection than from the place he holds
under her husband; a person desirous of ending
tumultuous and disquieting debates, because in
pacification he contemplates the good of his
country, and that of the Princess, whose confi-
dence he possesses. He is, further, a minister
of passable talents, who has abstained from
making advances so long as he presumed our
political management of the Court of Prussia
would greatly influence its intervention, and that
he might prevail on that Court to speak firmly.eless, I say, according to your
